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place have decided to give 100,000 ducats, if he will pledge his word
not to return to Cartagena, neither he nor any captain of his nor any
English corsair, \vhile he be in command for the queen. He is to
furnish them a guarantee to this effect, sealed \vith the queen's seal
and with that of the members of her council who are with this fleet.
Tomorrow a decision will be reached in this matter and I will
report the outcome.
At Santa Marta a boat from this fleet w*as wrecked near the
swamp. There were seven men aboard, of whom six drowned and
one escaped by land to the swarnp. He was seized and his deposition
taken, copy enclosed.1
The Italian wrho I have said deserted here, I hold a prisoner. He
says that he was present at the taking and destruction of Santiago
at Cape Verde and Santo Domingo, and here at Cartagena. He
agrees with the statements made by the man captured at Santa
Marta. Furthermore, he says that the corsair intends (p. 3) to go to
Nombre de Dios and Panama by way of the Chagre with the
pinnaces he has brought. He says that aboardship they have
pinnaces made in sections so that the soldiers can carry them on their
backs and so enter the Pacific.
Both deponents state that he has 12000 soldiers exclusive of the
seamen.
This Italian declares that between Cape Verde and Dominica
more than 500 men died.
The Italian says that when he took Santo Domingo no defence
whatever was made. He landed 1000 men at Hayna and with them
took the city without any opposition at all, for they abandoned it,
and it was sacked. Francis says that the booty was worth 200,000
ducats. He burned three-quarters of the city and for 25,000 ducats
ransomed one-quarter, which was Damas (Ladies) Street and the
cathedral.
The sack of Cartagena gained him not 4000 pesos, and so they
confess, because many days before I had ordered the women to
leave the city and that chattels and merchandise be removed to
safety. This had been done, except bulky stuff like iron, soap, wine
and tools, implements, etc., some part of which remained. There-
fore the enemy demands a higher ransom because he says he got no
booty.
This corsair is very confident that all the negroes of Vallano who
have come in from the bush will assist him and that they will
immediately join him; and for this purpose he has brought them
1 Not seen.